Tiering Procedure

24 CFR Part 58 states that a responsible entity may tier its environmental reviews and assessments to eliminate repetitive discussions of the same issues at subsequent levels of review.  Tiering is appropriate when there is a requirement to evaluate a policy or proposal in the early stages of development or when site specific analysis or mitigation is not currently feasible and a more narrow or focused analysis is better done at a later date.  

The following procedures constitute the tiering process:

1. A program description should be provided. (describe timing and staff responsibility) 

2. A broad environmental review (the strategy) of the program must be completed.  The broad review should identify and evaluate those issues ripe for decision and exclude those issues not relevant to the policy, program or project under consideration.  The broader review should also establish the policy, standard or process to be followed in the site-specific review and include the following: 

a. A complete project description (including: contract number, total cost and HUD funds used, how funds will be used, target population, number receiving assistance, amount per individual, location, size, function, existing and future need, and an evaluation of the effects)

b. Determine classification (level of review) for project (unspecified sites)

c. Complete the applicable environmental review based on classification.  Identify and evaluate issues ripe for decision 

d. Establish the policy, standard or process to be followed in the site-specific review and develop the site-specific checklist.

e. Complete the Public Notice, Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) (summary of the assessment), and RROF procedures.  The FONSI with respect to the broader assessment shall include a summary of the assessment and identify the significant issues to be considered in site-specific reviews.  

3. After each location is determined the staff must: 

a. Describe activity for that location

b. Summarize the issues addressed in the broader review

c. Complete site-specific review checklist and certify

d. File site-specific review checklist and any supporting documentation in the environmental review record.

